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Festival Highlights

Nikolaj Znaider plays Brahms

BBC Concert Orchestra  Xuefei Yang

Branford Marsalis Harrison Birtwistle 75th Birthday CelebrationsCurios

Justin Adams and Juldeh 	 Camara Closing Party

Join us in celebrating  
music of all kinds � 
from world music to 
classical, from hot  
jazz to downtown 
funky blues.

��The whole Festival  
radiates bubbly 
enjoyment, with bold 
mixtures of artists  
drawn from the widest 
musical spectrum�  
they sit perfectly in this 
historic city.� The Independent   

Maceo Parker

plays Albenizand Charles Hazlewood
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Ralph Stanley and His Clinch Mountain Boys Sibongile Khumalo 	 Voices of Africa Pavel Haas Quartet plays JanÆc�ek and Dvor�Æk



Friday 22 May 5.30pm

Party in the City Welcome
from Joanna MacGregor

Bath International  
Music Festival  
swings into action  
once again, and this  
year it�s bigger and  
bolder than ever.

Bath City Centre

Join us in celebrating music of all kinds  
� from world music to classical, from hot 
jazz to downtown funky blues. This year 
we focus on the poetic soulfulness of 
Appalachian music, with �lms, talks,  
a photo exhibition and a performance 
from the legendary Dr Ralph Stanley  
and His Clinch Mountain Boys. Whale 
Music sings through our programme, 
and Fairytales come in the guise of 
music old and new, �lms and installation, 
and a magical new collaboration with 
writer Marina Warner. 

All this and snappy Gershwin from the 
BBC Concert Orchestra, witty Handel 
Opera at the Roman Baths, Harrison 
Birtwistle�s 75th birthday, the irresistibly 
hip horn sound of Maceo Parker, and 
the magisterial South African diva 
Sibongile Khumalo. Join the party for  
16 days, day and night, in the lovely 
atmosphere of Bath�s unique venues. 
See you there�
Joanna MacGregor 
Artistic Director

Various city centre venues  
from 5.30pm

Party in the City gets our Festival 
off with a bang, by bringing alive 
dozens of venues and outdoor 
spaces across the city, all 
completely free. 

Starting with bell ringers pealing 
joyously all over the city, our 
traditionally vibrant Schools� 
Procession, on the theme of 
Whales and Sea Life, will lead us 
into Bath Abbey and to this year�s 
Party in the City commission. 
Underneath by Stephen Hiscock, 
uses steel pans, recorders, 
harps, choir, percussion and 
saxes performed by hundreds 
of school children all over the 
Abbey, accompanied by a  
solo whale.

The party ends with �reworks and 
a headline show at the Pavilion, 
Mali�s great African dance band 
led by the brilliant blues guitarist, 
Vieux Farka TourØ.

Make your contribution to the 
Party�s of�cial charity, Barnardo�s.

For full details of the programme, 
go to www.bathmusicfest.org.uk 
and celebrate the extraordinary 
wealth of talent, arts and culture 
around our golden city.

Supported by 
The Joyce Fletcher  
Charitable Trust

Roper Family Charitable Trust
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The Biggest Free Show in Bath

New Commission
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The Forum

Monday 25 May 8pm

and Charles Hazlewood

Saturday 30 May 7.30pm

Stravinsky Scherzo à La Russe 
Chopin/Stravinsky Grande Valse 
Gershwin Piano Concerto in F 
Stravinsky Symphony in  
Three Movements 
Gershwin An American in Paris

Charles Hazlewood conductor 
Joanna MacGregor piano

Conductor and broadcaster 
Charles Hazlewood introduces 
and conducts a glittering 
programme of two 20th century 
giants, Stravinsky and Gershwin. 
Stravinsky wrote his impressive 
neoclassic Symphony in Three 
Movements directly after 
emigrating to America; also paired 
here are his deliciously witty take 
on Chopin�s most famous waltz, 
and the exuberant Scherzo.

The irrepressible genius of George 
Gershwin swings through his 
mighty piano concerto, melding 
hot jazz, Broadway chutzpah and 
symphonic romance; An American 
in Paris, as iconic as the Statue of 
Liberty, celebrates the daring 
imagination of New York�s most 
famous son.

More Stravinsky:  
Three Movements from  
Petrushka (page 15)

More Gershwin: Gene Kelly in  
An American in Paris (page 46)

The Forum  
£35, £25, £20, £15, £10 
Or admission with  
Weekend Pass B 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)

Recorded for  
broadcast

Branford Marsalis Quartet 
Branford Marsalis saxophones 
Joey Calderazzo piano 
Eric Revis bass 
Jeff �Tain� Watts drums

Empirical 
Nathaniel Facey alto saxophone  
Lewis Wright vibes 
Tom Farmer double bass 
Shane Forbes drums

An explosive double bill of one  
of America�s biggest names 
alongside British young guns.

Bank Holiday Monday sees one  
of the world�s most renowned 
saxophonists take to the Forum 
stage. A New Orleans native, 
Branford Marsalis was born into 
one of the city�s most distinguished 
musical families � which includes 
siblings Wynton, Delfeayo  
and Jason.  

Branford rose to fame with Art 
Blakey�s Jazz Messengers and 
Wynton�s quintet, simultaneously 
performing and recording with a 
who�s who of jazz giants including 
Miles Davis, Dizzy Gillespie, Herbie 
Hancock and Sonny Rollins.

Since then he�s been elevated to 
international stardom, attracting 
huge audiences not only for this 
�rst class quartet, but as a guest 
with classical orchestras and also 
his pop out�t Buckshot LeFonque.

Opening the show, Empirical are 
true showmen, rising stars of the 
British scene who�ll set the tone  
for a storming night of jazz.

The Forum £20 
Or admission  
with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 

Don�t miss Empirical�s tribute to 
Canonball Adderley see page 26

+ Empirical
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Voices of Africa   
Sibongile Khumalo  
and Jason Yarde

Wednesday 27 May 7.30pm

Happy Birthday Harry: 
Antiphons and Motets

Monday 1 June 7.30pm

�

Sibongile Khumalo  
mezzo soprano 
Jason Yarde saxophones 
Joanna MacGregor piano 
Voices of Africa Ensemble

The unique artistry of the great 
South African mezzo Sibongile 
Khumalo ranges from international 
operatic roles to collaborations 
with jazz�s greatest names.  
For Bath Music Festival her 
programme includes tenderly 
haunting songs from the opera 
Princess Magogo ka Dinuzulu by 
Mzilikazi Khumalo, Rachmaninov�s 
soaring Vocalise, and a BBC Radio 
3 commission from jazz supremo 
and saxophone sensation Jason 
Yarde, whose heart-stopping 
music draws on soulful lyricism 
and sharp-edged rhythm.

An unmissable evening celebrating 
the power and depth of music from 
South Africa.

Bath Abbey  
£25, £20, £15, £12, £8 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 
Restricted views apply

Commissioned by BBC  
Radio 3 and Bath International 
Music Festival 

Recorded for broadcast

Gabrieli  
Canzon Duodecemi, O Magnum 
Mysterium, Alla Battaglia,  
Jubilate Deo, La Bergamasca,  
and other works

Birtwistle   
Placid Mobile,Three Latin Motets, 
Tenebrae David, The Gleam, 
Sonance 2000

Dunstable  
Motets

London Brass 
Bath Camerata  
Bath Spa New Music Ensemble 
Marcus Sealy organ 
Nigel Perrin conductor 
Charles Wiffen conductor

The climax of two days celebrating 
Sir Harrison Birtwistle�s 75th 
birthday, Antiphons and Motets 
presents virtuoso brass and choral 
music in the glorious surroundings 
of Bath Abbey, forging links 
between Italian Renaissance 
masters Andrea and Giovanni 
Gabrieli and the dramatic, rich 
resonances of Birtwistle�s recent 
choral and brass works.

Opening with a rare performance 
of Placid Mobile, with 36 players 
spaced around the Abbey, the 
programme goes on to explore 
Birtwistle�s lyrical a cappella Three 
Latin Motets, interwoven with 
Tudor composer John Dunstable, 
and The Gleam (�rst written for the 
choir of King�s College Cambridge) 
in the context of Gabrieli�s thrilling 

antiphonal music for St Mark�s, 
Venice. A superb chance to 
experience the power and beauty 
of brass and choral music �lling 
the stunning architecture of Bath 
Abbey.

Don�t miss the free pre-concert 
performance in Abbey Courtyard:
6.45pm Birtwistle The Silk  
House Tattoo for two trumpets 
and drums

More Happy Birthday Harry:  
full details on (pages 36-37)

More Bath Camerata: JanÆc� ek  
and Britten (page 16)

Bath Abbey £25, £20, £15, £12, £8 
Or admission with Birtwistle Pass 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)  
Restricted views applyNew Commission

Bath Abbey 8



Julie Fowlis voice 
Éamon Doorley bazouki 
Duncan Chisholm �ddle 
Tony Byrne guitar

�As enchanting, beguiling,and fascinating  
as songs by Kate Bush and Björk.� 
Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2

Hebridean songstress Julie Fowlis is at once 
traditional and pioneering; performing in Gaelic  
she brings to life songs and tunes shrouded in 
historical folklore from her native North Uist in  
the Western Isles of Scotland.

This enchanting singer has hypnotised fans both  
in this country and abroad with live performances, 
and her beautiful voice is coupled here with an  
all-star band. 

Julie�s natural charm, humour and animated story 
telling alongside �heart-melting vocals� (Scotsman) 
made her Singer of the Year 2007 at the BBC  
Radio 2 Folk Awards

Assembly Rooms £15 
Or admission with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Haydn Quartet Op. 77 No. 1 
Bartók String Quartet No. 4 
Debussy String Quartet

Alexander Pavlovsky violin 
Sergei Bresler violin  
Amichai Grosz viola  
Kyril Zlotnikov cello

The brilliant Jerusalem Quartet 
made their sensational debut 
here in Bath in 2006, when they 
stepped in to replace the Borodin 
Quartet and wowed audiences 
with their performances of 
Shostakovich and Schubert. 

Fresh from tours in Australia, 
America and Europe, they return to 
the Festival with a rich and varied 
programme; the subtle, gleaming 
tones of Debussy�s masterful 
quartet, with its references to the 
Javanese Gamelan, perfectly 
complement Bartók�s Eastern 
European folk heritage. 

Their programme opens with  
one of the most urbane and 
sophisticated of Haydn�s string 
quartets in celebration of his  
200th anniversary.

Assembly Rooms  
£25, £20, £15, £10 
Or admission with  
Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)

Sponsored by

Assembly Rooms  
Evenings
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Beethoven Sonata in C minor, Op.13 Pathétique 
Beethoven Sonata in C, Op.53 Waldstein 
Chopin Ballade No.1 in G minor Op.23 
Chopin Ballade No.3 in A �at Op.47 
Liszt/Wagner Liebestod  
Liszt Mephisto Waltz No.1

Freddy Kempf piano

After winning the 1997 Moscow Piano Competition, 
Freddy Kempf has established himself as one of 
today�s most successful and exciting young artists, 
performing to sell-out audiences all over the world. 

His programme for the Festival showcases the 
pinnacles of piano literature � from the muscularity  
of these two famous Beethoven sonatas to the 
sensational virtuosity of the 19th century�s greatest 
pianist/composer, Franz Liszt.

6.30pm Pre-concert talk: grab a drink and listen  
to Freddy talk about his life and programme

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Or admission with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Jerusalem Quartet Julie Fowlis Freddy Kempf
Saturday 23 May 7.30pm Sunday 24 May 8pm Monday 25 May 7.30pm

The Friends  
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Tuesday 26 May 7.30pm Thursday 28 May 7.30pm

Bach Lute Suite in E major BWV1006 
Albeniz Seis Hojas de album Op.165 
Granados Vals Poeticos  
Goss The Chinese Garden 
Regondi Air Varie de l�opera de Bellini,  
I Capuleti e i Montecchi

Xuefei Yang guitar

Young musician Xuefei Yang is already an 
acclaimed ambassador for the classical guitar with 
worldwide tours, appearances at the Proms and 
Classical Brits and two top-selling EMI albums. 
The �rst guitarist ever to graduate from Beijing,  
her programme includes the specially 
commissioned The Chinese Garden, drawing on 
the delicate hues of traditional Chinese music, as 
well the �ery romance of Spanish composers 
Albeniz and Granados. Her virtuoso concert ends 
with a brilliant set of variations by the 19th century 
Paganini of the guitar, Guilio Regondi.

6.30pm Pre-concert talk: grab a drink and listen  
to Xuefei talk about her life and programme

More Bach: Solo Cello Suites (page 17) and  
The Well-Tempered Clavier Book 1 (page 26)

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Handel  
Concerto Grosso Op.3 No.3 
Cantata Crudel tiranno Amor 
Concerto à Quattro in D minor 
Sweet Bird from L�Allegro il penseroso  
ed il moderato

Purcell  
Suite from Fairy Queen 
Music for a while, The Plaint,  
An Evening Hymn 
Chaconne from Timon of Athens 
Two in one upon a Ground 
Chacony in G minor

Emma Kirkby soprano 
Ashley Solomon director  
�ute/recorder 
Rebecca Prosser recorder  
Bojan Cicic violin 
Sophie Barber violin 
Ylvali Zilliacus viola 
Jennifer Morsches cello 
Tim Amherst bass 
James Johnstone harpsichord

A special concert for the Festival, pairing the UK�s 
leading Baroque ensemble with the world�s best-
loved Baroque vocalist. After her sell-out 
performance at the Festival in 2007, we are delighted 
to welcome back Emma Kirkby with the exemplary 
Florilegium ensemble for a programme celebrating 
Handel and Purcell in their anniversary years, in a 
delicious mixture of sacred and secular works.

More Handel: The Battle of Quiberon Bay (page 34)

Assembly Rooms  
£25, £20, £15, £10  
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by

Friday 29 May 7.30pm

Brahms Sextet No 1 in B �at, Op 18 
Schoenberg Verklärte Nacht Op 4

Nikolaj Znaider violin 
LSO Chamber Ensemble

Described by The Strad as �extraordinarily 
intelligent, soulful and impassioned�, Nikolaj 
Znaider is recognised as one of the foremost 
violinists of today, in demand with the world�s 
greatest orchestras. Born in Denmark to Polish-
Israeli parents, he has forged a particularly strong 
relationship with the London Symphony Orchestra. 
He visits Bath for the �rst time with their principal 
leaders to give a concert of astonishing power  
and emotional weightiness. Verklärte Nacht 
(Trans�gured Night) is a gorgeously sensual  
post-Romantic masterpiece, in�uenced heavily  
by Brahms, Wagner and Mahler; preceded in 
tonight�s concert by one of Brahms� most  
famous, lush and relaxed chamber works.

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Or admission with Weekend Pass B 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by Evelyn Strasburger

Music for a while: a celebration of music by Purcell and Handel
Nikolaj Znaider

Assembly Rooms  
Evenings

Emma Kirkby and Florilegium Xuefei Yang
with the LSO Chamber Ensemble

12 13



Sunday 31 May 8pm Wednesday 3 June 7.30pm Thursday 4 June 7.30pm

KurtÆg JÆtØkok (Games) 
MacGregor Russian Fairytales (premiere) 
Stravinsky Three Movements from Petrushka 
Mussorgsky Pictures at an Exhibition

Joanna MacGregor piano

Bath Music Festival�s Artistic Director takes to the 
stage with an effervescent recital bubbling with 
magical characters: KurtÆg�s witty Romanian 
puzzles, Stravinsky�s Shrovetide Fair puppets,  
and Mussorgsky�s colossal canvas of teeming 
Russian life, complete with witches and 
hobgoblins, squabbling children, tolling bells and 
(of course) The Great Gate of Kiev. Joanna�s own 
new piece introduces the Fairytales thread in the 
second week of the Festival.

More Stravinsky: BBC Concert Orchestra (page 7)

More Fairytales: Little Red Riding Hood (page 41),  
On the Edge of Life (page 38) and cult East German 
�lm The Singing Ringing Tree (page 46)

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by 
Evelyn Strasburger

Kathryn Tickell Northumbrian Pipes, �ddle
Andy Sheppard saxophones
Julian Sutton melodeon
Peter Tickell �ddle, guitar
Joss Clapp guitar, bass

The most widely acknowledged icon of 
Northumbrian music returns to Bath after her  
sell-out lunchtime concert, with a four piece  
band full of excitement and vitality.

Kathryn is the foremost exponent of the 
Northumbrian pipes, playing with Sting, The 
Chieftains, The Penguin CafØ Orchestra, Evelyn 
Glennie and many others as well as releasing 14  
of her own albums. She learned in the traditional way 
from old shepherd musicians in outlying hill farms  
in Northumberland, and has taken this tradition to 
audiences all over the world. 2008 saw the premiere 
of her commissioned work for the BBC Proms. 

Her distinctive quartet provides a characterful setting 
for Kathryn�s music, matching virtuosity with sheer 
musicality and creativity. And for Bath she will also 
be joined by long-time collaborator Andy Sheppard, 
with whom her folk compositions and improvisations 
�nd a highly melodic sparring partner.

Assembly Rooms £15
Or admission with Weekend Pass B 
Concessions available (see page 55) 

Proko�ev String Quartet No.2 
JanÆc�ek String Quartet No.1 Kreutzer Sonata 
Dvor�Æk String Quartet Op.106

Veronika Jaruskova violin  
Eva Karova violin 
Pavel Nikl viola 
Peter Jarusek cello

The Czech Pavel Haas Quartet have performed  
in the world�s most prestigious concert halls, from  
the Vienna Konzerthaus to New York�s Carnegie  
Hall. Their intense artistry and insight has garnered 
rapturous accolades from critics and audiences  
alike, as well as a Gramophone Award for their  
debut CD of JanÆc� ek works.

This concert for Bath Music Festival re�ects their 
love of creative string writing: from JanÆc� ek�s 
extraordinarily moving and turbulent �rst string 
quartet (based in part on Tolstoy�s famous novella) 
to Proko�ev�s folkloric harmonies, �rst performed 
after an air raid in Moscow. Dvor�Æk�s sumptuous 
quartet brings their programme to a romantic 
conclusion.

More JanÆc� ek: Coffee Concert (page 16) and  
The Cunning Little Vixen (�lm) (page 46)

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Concessions available (see page 55) 

Kathryn Tickell Band with  
special guest Andy Sheppard

Joanna MacGregor Leopold String Trio
Tuesday 2 June 7.30pm
Pavel Haas Quartet

Assembly Rooms  
Evenings

Beethoven String Trio in D major op.9 no.2 
Ysaÿe String Trio Le Chimay 
Mozart Divertimento in E �at K563

Isabelle van Keulen violin 
Lawrence Power viola 
Kate Gould cello

At the forefront of the international chamber music 
scene since their debut in 1991, the Leopold String 
Trio are unsurpassed advocates of a lesser-known 
artform � the string trio � thanks to the sheer 
brilliance and maturity of their playing, as well as 
their enterprise and imagination. 

Their lovely Festival programme teams the graceful 
lightness of Mozart�s late Divertimento � premiered  
in 1788 with the composer playing the viola � with 
Beethoven�s ebulliently vigorous trio. The jewel of  
the programme is EugŁne Ysaÿe�s posthumous 
trio. Better known for his virtuoso violin �reworks,  
Le Chimay promises to be a rare treat for  
Bath audiences.

Post-concert talk: grab a drink and listen to  
the Leopolds in conversation

Assembly Rooms £25, £20, £15, £10 
Concessions available (see page 55)
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Friday 22 May 1-2pm Sunday 24 May 11am-1pm Monday 25 May 12 noon-1.15pm Sunday 31 May 11am-2pm

Morta Grigaliunaite piano 
Hristo Dushev marimba, djembe and voice 
Lyrit Milgram violin 
Melanie Rothman oboe 
Verity Jacklin & Harrison Cole trumpets 
Helena Jacklin horn 
William McManners trombone 
Henry Lindsay tuba

To kick off the Party in the City festivities we open 
with a concert from one of Britain�s oldest specialist 
music schools. Their imaginative programme 
includes Chopin�s dramatic 4th Ballade, Zivkovic�s 
thrilling To the Gods of Rhythm for African djembe 
and voice, as well as a riotous arrangement of 
Rimsky Korsakov�s Flight of the Bumblebee, for  
brass quintet and marimba. A really inspiring treat  
for audience members of all ages. 

Assembly Rooms £8 
Or admission with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by

Assembly Rooms  
Daytimes

Party Lunchtime Concert  
The Purcell School Chamber 

Lunchtime Concert  Coffee Concert  Coffee Concert  
JanÆc� ek and Britten Complete Bach Solo Cello Suites

Britten 
Choral Dances from Gloriana, Ballad of Little 
Musgrave, Folk Songs, Sacred and Profane

JanÆc�ek  
The Diary of One who Disappeared

Paul Nilon tenor 
Carolyn Dobbin mezzo soprano 
Joanna MacGregor piano 
Bath Camerata 
Nigel Perrin conductor

A truly wonderful concert pairing two of the most 
original composers for tenor voice and choir. 
JanÆc� ek�s quasi-opera, performed here in Seamus 
Heaney�s groundbreaking translation, was a cause 
célèbre when it was premiered. Tracing the true story 
of a rural boy who leaves his parents� farm bewitched 
by a gypsy, this highly dramatic work is led here by one 
of Europe�s most outstanding lyric tenors, Paul Nilon, 
and Welsh National Opera star Carolyn Dobbin. Before 
that, a �rst half of Britten�s best choral work, as well as 
a selection of folk songs written for Peter Pears.

More JanÆc� ek: Pavel Haas Quartet (page 14) and the 
animated �lm of The Cunning Little Vixen (page 46)

Assembly Rooms £20, £17, £12, £8 
Or admission with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Bobo Stenson piano

Swedish pianist Bobo Stenson has effectively 
de�ned the meaning of modern jazz piano in Sweden 
since the late 60s. Early in his playing career he was 
the pianist of choice for a long line of visiting 
American players including Sonny Rollins, Stan Getz 
and Gary Burton, and worked closely with Don 
Cherry from the beginning of the trumpeter�s 
residency in Scandinavia. 

Since then his quintessentially Scandinavian sound 
has found a home on the cult ECM label; his music  
is atmospheric and shimmering with understated 
beauty. This concert promises classy European  
jazz shot through with the American tradition.

Assembly Rooms £8 
Concessions available (see page 55) 

Pieter Wispelwey cello

This special three part concert offers a chance to 
hear the complete Bach Solo Cello Suites performed 
by the eminent Dutch cellist Pieter Wispelwey. 

Bach�s Solo Cello Suites are at the very core of  
the instrument�s repertoire; although played by a 
single voice, the music encapsulates the power  
of counterpoint, dance and philosophy, representing 
the highest achievement of the Baroque era. 

This coffee concert will include a longer interval,  
with the opportunity to enjoy lunch in the elegance  
of the Tea Rooms.

Assembly Rooms £20, £17, £12, £8 
Lunch: add £15 to the ticket price (numbers limited) 
Or admission with Weekend Pass B 
Concessions Available (see page 55) 

More Bach: The Well-Tempered Clavier  
Book 1 (page 26)

Sponsored by Sue and Tony Howell
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Monday 1 June 11am-1pm

Coffee Concert Happy Birthday 
Harry: Pianos, Clocks and Elegies

Tuesday 2 June 1-2pm Friday 5 June 1-2pm

Lunchtime  
Concert Chetham�s 

Birtwistle 
Early piano works 
Harrison�s Clocks  
Crowd (solo harp)

Dowland 
Songs (countertenor and harp)

Birtwistle	  
Extracts from Orpheus Elegies 
(countertenor, oboe and harp)

Melinda Maxwell oboe 
Helen Tunstall harp 
Andrew Watts countertenor 
Joanna MacGregor piano 
Pianists from Bath Spa

Harrison Birtwistle introduces,  
with Artistic Director Joanna 
MacGregor, his earliest tiny piano 
pieces as well as Harrison’s 
Clocks: a phenomenal cycle 
written for Joanna and inspired  
by the 18th century sea clock 
inventor, John Harrison. Orpheus 
Elegies, magical pieces based on 
Rainer Maria Rilke�s Sonnets to 
Orpheus, are twinned here with 
the melancholic 16th century lute 
songs of John Dowland, in special 
new arrangements.

This concert is dedicated to  
Betty Freeman (1921-2009),  
a great patron of contemporary 
music and commissioner of 
several of Birtwistle�s works, 
including Harrison’s Clocks.

Happy Birthday Harry:  
full details on (page 36-37)

Assembly Rooms  
£20, £17, £12, £8 
Or admission with Birtwistle Pass 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)

Poulenc Sextet  
Britten Pan 
Debussy Syrinx 
Mozart Quintet in E �at K.452

Naomi Atherton horn  
Tim Horton piano  
Matthew Hunt clarinet 
Adrian Wilson oboe  
Robert Manasse �ute 
Benjamin Hudson bassoon

Ensemble 360 bring to Bath a colourful and  
intriguing mix of music for wind quintet and piano. 
From the rhythmic drive and passionate climax of 
Poulenc�s sextet to Debussy�s gorgeous solo �ute 
work Syrinx, this lunchtime concert showcases  
the dazzling talents of Britain�s most virtuosic  
wind players.

Assembly Rooms £8 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by

Assembly Rooms  
Daytimes
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Alex Edmundson french horn 
Emily Davis violin 
Lloyd Coleman clarinet 
Nicholas Oliver piano

Bookending the lunchtime concert series, the 
Festival is delighted to welcome another of the UK�s 
world famous music schools. Based in the North 
West, Chethams is the UK�s largest specialist 
schools with just under 300 pupils drawn from  
China, Malaysia, Japan, USA and across Europe. 

This concert will include recitals by several of the 
School�s older pupils.

Assembly Rooms £8 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Sponsored by

Lunchtime  
Concert  

School of Music

The Friends  

Ensemble 360
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Friday 29 May 8pm Thursday 28 May 8pm
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Plus performances by 
Jerry Harmon voice and banjo 
Charlie Parr voice and banjo 

Headlining our Appalachian theme is one of the 
world�s most revered banjo-pickers and Bluegrass 
singers in the world. 

After 55 years in the business Dr Ralph Stanley and 
his seven piece band the Clinch Mountain Boys still 
perform with the dexterity and energy of youth. 
Known to longtime fans of American folk, Ralph 
Stanley reached millions of people around the  
world as the haunting voice on the Coen Brothers�  
O Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack. 

His distinctive, stripped down sound hails from the 
mountains of West Virginia and the harsh beginnings 
of life in the late 40s in one of the most deprived, yet 
poetic, areas of the States.

Ralph will be joined on the night by guest slots from 
the yarn-spinning Jerry Harmon (also performing at 
the Rondo) and a welcome return by singer 
songwriter Charlie Parr.

Pavilion £18 
Or admission with Weekend Pass B 
Concessions available (see page 55)

Storyteller and singer Jerry grew 
up in the rich traditions of the 
Appalachian Mountains. His 
grandfather Benjamin Harmon 
was a well known storyteller and 
passed the tales along to his 
grandson. Jerry learnt his �rst note 
on a homemade banjo fashioned 
of wood and groundhog, made by 
his Uncle Gene about whom Jerry 
has stories to share. 

�Hearing Jerry perform is as if  
you are hearing the mountains of 
the Southern Appalachians come 
to life� The Boston Globe

The Rondo Theatre £12 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)

John Cohen�s atmospheric black and white 
photography bore witness to the renaissance of the 
American folk scene of the late 40s. This exhibition 
features both celebrity names like Bob Dylan and 

Woody Guthrie, as well as striking images of  
the ordinary folk of the mountains.

Mission Theatre Free  
(photographs are available to buy)

Friday 22 May through to Saturday 6 June
There is No Eye

Friday 29 May 11am-2pm
Song writing workshop with Charlie Parr

Jerry Harmon  
voice and banjo

William Kaufman guitar, �ddle, 
banjo and piano

This talk, performance and �lm 
sets the songs of Woody Guthrie in 
the context of the American 1930s 
� the Dust Bowl, the Depression, 
the New Deal and the state of 
popular music itself. Will Kaufman 
brings such hard-hitting Guthrie 
songs as Vigilante Man, Pretty Boy 
Floyd and I Ain’t Got No Home into 
conversation with other songs of 
the Depression Era-from Joe Hill�s 
The Preacher and the Slave to 
Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? 
These renditions, buttressed by 
detailed historical commentary, 
exemplify the blending of music 

and radical politics that marks 
Guthrie�s most powerful and 
evocative work. 

Friday 29 May  
Mission Theatre £10 
Saturday 30 May  
American Museum £10  
Including entry to the  
American Museum �  
see bathmusicfest.org.uk  
for full details.

Concessions available  
(see page 55)

Friday 29 May 10.30pm & Saturday 30 May 1pm
William Kaufman: �Woody Guthrie: 
Hard Times and Hard Travellin�

Minnesota-based banjo player  
and singer songwriter hosts a 
session for aspiring songwriters. 
Bring along an idea or start from 
scratch. All abilities welcome 

from age 10 upwards.

Mission Theatre £12 
Concessions available  
(see page 55)

Films

The Appalachians 
That High Lonesome Sound  
O Brother, Where Art Thou?  
(pages 46-47)

Bath Music Festival celebrates  
the rich traditions, music and 
peoples of the Appalachians  
with a photographic exhibition,  
live performances and a �lm 
programme.

That High  
Lonesome  
Sound
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Jazz at Komedia

Saturday 23 May 2pm

Bojan Z Trio  
+ Portico Quartet

Sunday 24 May 2pm

Bojan Z Trio 
Bojan Zul�karpasic piano 
Seb Rochford drums 
Ruth Goller bass

Portico Quartet 
Jack Wyllie soprano saxophone 
Milo Fitzpatrick double bass 
Nick Mulvey Hang and percussion 
Duncan Bellamy drums  
and Hang

Yugoslavian born, and  
resident in France some 20 years, 
keyboardist Bojan Z�s phenomenal 
playing straddles classical 
in�uences with those of McCoy 
Tyner and Herbie Hancock, 
Balkan folk, and full-on electric 
free-fusion. His relationship with 
British drummer Seb Rochford 
(Polar Bear, Acoustic Ladyland) is 
forging exhilarating new directions; 
featuring a new commission by 
BBC Radio 3, catch this trio at the 
top of their game.

Mercury nominees Portico Quartet 
have had an astonishing rise to 
fame. With a bizarre looking line-
up � including the �ying saucer-like 
Hang drum � their groove based 

left-�eld jazz has won them fans 
from Gilles Peterson to BBC  
Music Magazine.

This concert is dedicated to  
the joyous memory of Heloise 
Osborne, a tireless and 
inspirational worker for music, 
musicians and jazz at Bath 
International Music Festival. 

Komedia £12 
Or entry with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 

Commissioned by

Supported by
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Nik Bärtsch Ronin 
Nik Bärtsch piano 
Kaspar Rast drums 
Björn Meyer bass 
Andi Pupato percussion 
Sha bass/contrabass clarinet

Curios 
Tom Cawley piano 
Sam Burgess bass 
Josh Blackmore drums

The hypnotic minimalism of Swiss 
keyboard player Nik Bärtsch�s 
Japanese-in�uenced band Ronin 
is underpinned by compelling 
grooves. Deep funk basslines, 70s 
in�ected synthesiser sounds and 
the eerie sound of bass clarinet 
conjure up a late Miles Davis 
sound mixed with Steve Reich and 
a good dose of dance music.

Curios have swiftly established 
themselves as one of the UK�s 
leading piano trios; talented, 
original and highly creative, they�re 
in�uenced by Romantic classical 
as much as major jazz names like 
Brad Meldau. This more subtle 
incarnation of Acoustic Ladyland�s 
psycho-synthman gives vent to 
Cawley�s brilliant compositions.

This concert is dedicated to  
the joyous memory of Heloise 
Osborne, a tireless and 
inspirational worker for music, 
musicians and jazz at Bath 
International Music Festival.

Komedia £12 
Or entry with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 

Supported by

Nik Bärtsch Ronin  
and Curios

New Commission
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Saturday 23 May 8pm

Maceo Parker Band 
featuring Dennis Rollins

Sunday 24 May 8pm

Dave Holland Quintet

25Jazz at the Pavilion

& Dan Stern Quintet
Maceo Parker  
alto saxophone/�ute/vocals 
Dennis Rollins trombone 
Ron Tooley trumpet 
Will Boulware keyboards 
Bruno Speight guitar 
Rodney �Skeet� Curtis bass 
Jamal Thomas drums 
Corey Parker vocals 
Neta Hall vocals

A true party night with one of the 
most explosive saxophonists in 
history! High power funk and great 
jazz delivered by a powerhouse 
eight-piece band including British 
trombonist Dennis Rollins.

It would be hard to name anyone 
with a better funk pedigree than 
Maceo, cutting his teeth with the 
Godfather of Soul James Brown 
with whom he formed one of the 
most famous horn sections 
alongside Pee Wee Ellis. 

Through the 70s his sound 
became synonymous with the  
new wave of funk including 
George Clinton, and has taken 
him on a journey that has seen 
him on stage with Ray Charles, 
James Taylor, De La Soul and  
the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

From musical collaborator with 
the inventor of funk, to a world 
famous musician in his own right, 
Maceo has always maintained 
one thing: glittering playing and  
a deep down funk sound.

Pavilion £15 in adv.  
£17.50 on the door 
Or entry with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 

Sponsored by 
Evelyn Strasburger

Dave Holland double bass 
Robin Eubanks trombone 
Steve Nelson Vibes 
Chris Potter alto/soprano sax 
Nate Smith drums

Dan Stern saxophones/clarinet 
Julian Siegel saxophones/ 
bass clarinet 
Robert Mitchell piano 
Tom Mason bass 
Asaf Sirkis drums

At the pinnacle of his career,  
Dave Holland has settled naturally 
into the role of jazz master. The 
multi-award and poll-winning 
bassist, composer, arranger and 
bandleader leads two of the most 
vibrant groups in jazz: the Dave 
Holland Quintet and the Dave 
Holland Big Band. 

A one time sideman Holland cut  
his teeth with two titans of jazz, 
Thelonious Monk and Miles Davis; 
a seminal experience as a band 
member on the extraordinary 
album Bitches Brew. Holland 
made his debut as a leader in  
the early 70s and has since gone 
on to become one of the most 
highly regarded international  
jazz musicians and a legend of 
jazz bass.

Rapidly becoming the name to 
watch in British jazz � hailed by 
Time Out as �a striking new talent 
at work� � visionary composer and 
saxophonist Dan Stern has always 
made sure that composition has 
been at the heart of his music.  
His conviction has paid off with the 
critics and audience alike falling for 
his sophisticated and rhythmically 
complex writing. 

See him tonight with a band 
featuring some of the best British 
players on the scene.

This concert is dedicated to  
the joyous memory of Heloise 
Osborne, a tireless and 
inspirational worker for music, 
musicians and jazz at Bath 
International Music Festival.

Pavilion £15 in adv.  
£17.50 on the door 
Or entry with Weekend Pass A 
Concessions available  
(see page 55) 
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awaiting image

Bach The Well-Tempered Clavier 1-12 (4pm) 
Bach The Well-Tempered Clavier 13-24 (8pm)

Carole Cerasi clavichord

We are delighted to welcome back Carole Cerasi 
after her memorably engaging harpsichord recital 
last year. This year she gives a complete 
performance of arguably the most in�uential   
keyboard music ever written, Book 1 of Das 
Wohltemperierte Klavier. Bach famously favoured  
the clavichord � an intimate, eloquent yet robust 
instrument � and this is a great chance to absorb  
his most famous Preludes and Fugues in the 18th 
century beauty of the Guildhall.

Guildhall £10 per concert, £15 for both 
Concessions available (see page 55) 

More Bach: Solo Cello Suites (page 17)

Guildhall and 
Little Theatre 

Sunday 24 May 4pm & 8pm Tickets

www.bathmusicfest.org.uk
01225 463362 The Well-Tempered Clavier  

Book 1

Monday 25 May 2.30pm
Cannonball Adderley:  
Music and Politics

A special presentation celebrating the fascinating life 
of saxophonist Cannonball Adderley on the 50th 
anniversary of Miles Davis� Kind of Blue.

2.30pm Kevin Le Gendre: talk & �lm footage: 
3.30pm Empirical: a tribute to Cannonball Adderley

Nathaniel Facey alto saxophone 
Mark Crown trumpet 
Tom Farmer double bass 
Leon Greening piano 
Shane Forbes drums

Kevin Le Gendre illuminates the life and work of  
this brilliant saxophonist with archive �lm and audio 
footage. Not only a member of one of Miles Davis� 
most revered bands and band leader in his own right, 
Cannonball�s work with black civil rights activist 
Jesse Jackson has a topical poignancy at  
the start of Barack Obama�s presidency.

Empirical pay tribute to Cannonball Adderley, the 
stunning saxophonist who was propelled to fame  
on this album. Born in Florida, Cannonball was hailed 
as the inheritor of Charlie Parker�s mantle, combined 
with the inspiration drawn from Betty Carter created 
an individual sound that attracted the attention  
of Miles Davis.

Little Theatre £15 
Concessions available (see page 55)
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Date Event Time Venue Code Page

Fri 22 May Appalachian Photo Exhibition opens 
(and runs through Festival)

10am Mission Theatre CafØ Free 20

Classical: The Purcell School  
chamber ensembles

1pm Assembly Rooms A1 16

Party in the City 5.30pm Various city venues Free 5

Sat 23 May Family Concert: The Destroyers 11am Mission Theatre B1 40
Jazz: Portico Quartet + Bojan Z Trio 2pm Komedia B2 22
Animated �lm:The Cunning Little Vixen 3pm Little Theatre B3 46
Family Concert: The Destroyers  7pm Saltford Hall B4 44
Classical: The Jerusalem Quartet 7.30pm Assembly Rooms B5 10
Jazz: Maceo Parker 8pm Pavilion B6 24
BBC Radio 3 broadcast: Jazz Line-Up  10.30pm The Mission Theatre B7 31

Sun 24 May Coffee Concert: JanÆc� ek and Britten 11am Assembly Rooms C1 16

Jazz: Nik Bärtsche + Curios 2pm Komedia C2 23
Classical: The Well-Tempered  
Clavier 1-12

4pm Guildhall C3 26

Classical: The Well-Tempered  
Clavier 13-24

8pm Guildhall C4 26

Celtic folk: Julie Fowlis 8pm Assembly Rooms C5 11
Jazz: Dave Holland Quintet  
+ Dan Stern Quintet 

8pm Pavilion C6 25

Jazz: Dave Okumu Band 10.30pm Mission Theatre C7 31

Mon 25 May Jazz piano: Bobo Stenson 12 noon Assembly Rooms D1 17
Talk and Jazz:  
Cannonball Adderley + Emprical

2.30pm The Little Theatre D2 26

Piano Recital: Freddy Kempf  
(pre-concert talk 6:30pm) 

7.30pm Assembly Rooms D3 11, 48

Jazz: Branford Marsalis  
Quartet + Empirical

8pm The Forum D4 6

Tues 26 May Piano masterclass with  
Joanna MacGregor

11am The Mission Theatre E1 49

Classical: Florilegium with Emma Kirkby 7.30pm Assembly Rooms E2 12
Handel Opera: Battle of Quiberon Bay 8pm Roman Baths E3 34
Film: That High Lonesome Sound 9.30pm Little Theatre E4 46
Handel Opera: Battle of Quiberon Bay 10pm Roman Baths E5 34

Date Event Time Venue Code Page

Wed 27 May Film: The Appalachians  
(introduced by Mari-Lynn C. Evans)

6.30pm Little Theatre F1 46, 48

Sibongile + Jason Yarde Voices  
of Africa Ensemble

7.30pm Bath Abbey F2 8

Handel Opera: Battle of Quiberon Bay 8pm Roman Baths F3 34
Handel Opera: Battle of Quiberon Bay 10pm Roman Baths F4 34

Thurs 28 May Film: O Brother, Where Art Thou? 6pm Little Theatre G1 46
Classical guitar: Xuefei Yang  
(pre-concert talk 6:30pm)

7.30pm Assembly Rooms G2 13, 48

Appalachian stories and song:  
Jerry Harmon

8pm Rondo Theatre G3 21, 42

Cabaret Theatre: Sweeney Agonistes 9.30pm Mission Theatre G4 32

Fri 29 May Songwriting workshop with Charlie Parr 11am Mission Theatre H1 21, 49
Classical: Nikolaj Znaider with the LSO 
Chamber Ensemble

7.30pm Assembly Rooms H2 13

Classical guitar: Xuefei Yang 7.30pm St John the Baptist, 
Midsomer Norton

H3 44

Ralph Stanley and His  
Clinch Mountain Boys

8pm Pavilion H4 20

Tradition Bearers: Seckou Keita  
+ Binta Suso

8pm Rondo Theatre H5 42

William Kaufman Presents  
Woody Guthrie�s Story

10.30pm Mission Theatre H6 21, 32

Sat 30 May Family workshop with the  
Ian McMillan Orchestra

10am Komedia J1 40

Lecture: David Rothenberg  
�Why do Whales Sing?� 

1pm Mission Theatre J2 48

William Kaufman Presents  
Woody Guthrie�s Story

1pm American Museum, 
Claverton Manor

J3 21, 44

Film: An American in Paris 2pm Little Theatre J4 46
Family Concert: Ian McMillan Orchestra 2.30pm Komedia J5 40
Film: Moby Dick 4.30pm Little Theatre J6 47
Classical: Charles Hazlewood  
and BBC Concert Orchestra

7.30pm Forum J7 7

Tradition Bearers:  
Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh

8pm Rondo Theatre J8 43

Contemporary: David Rothenberg  
Whale Music

10.30pm Mission Theatre J9 33

At-a-glance guide to Festival events 29


